
Report any theft to the Police 

Department. A theft that goes 

unreported is not known and 

this can hurt proactive        

policing  for this type of crime. 

Most home security measures 

cost less than the deductible 

you would pay if your home 

was burglarized.  

Some insurance companies 

offer lower insurance rates to 

houses with security systems. 
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TAKE A HOME INVENTORY 

Take photos or make    videos of items, and 

list descriptions and serial numbers. If your 

home is burglarized, having a detailed      

inventory can help identify stolen items and 

make insurance claims easier to file. Make 

sure things like TVs, VCRs, stereo        

equipment, cameras, camcorders, sports 

equipment, jewelry, silver, computers, home 

office equipment and power tools are on the 

list.  



EXTERIOR DOORS 

• All exterior doors should be either 

metal or solid wood. 

• For added security, use strong door 

hinges on the inside of the door, with 

non-removable or hidden pins. 

• Every entry door should be well 

lighted and have a wide angle door 

viewer so you can see who is outside 

without opening the door. 

 

  

LOCKS 

• Strong, reliable locks are essential to 

effective home security. 

• Always keep doors and windows 

locked. Even a five minute trip to the 

store is long enough for a burglar to 

enter your home. 

• Use quality keyed knobs as well as 

deadbolt locks. Deadbolts can     

withstand the twisting, turning,  

prying and pounding that regular 

keyed knobs can’t. 

 

•  When choos ing  a  deadbo l t ,  l o ok  f o r  

su ch  f ea ture s  a s  a  bo l t  tha t  e xtends  

a t  l ea s t  one  in ch  when  i n  the  l o cked  

po s i t i on ,  t o  re s i s t  ramming  and  

k i ck ing ;  hardened  s tee l  i nser ts  to  

p reven t  the  bo l t  f rom be ing  sawed  

o f f  and  a  re in fo r ced  s t r i ke  p l a te  

w i th  e xt ra  l ong  mount ing  s c rews  to  

an cho r  the  l o ck  e f f e c t i ve ly .  

•  Use  se cur i t y  g la z ing  o r  p l e x i  s ty l e  

g lass  to  cove r  g lass  pane l s  that  a re  

w i th in  40  i nches  o f  a  l o ck .  Th i s  wi l l  

keep  burg l ars  f rom b reaking  the  

g lass  to  rea ch  the  i ns i de  o f  a  door  

l o ck .  

 

 

SLIDING GLASS  

DOORS 
•  S l id ing  g las s  door s  can  o f f e r  e asy  

en t ry  in to  your  home .  Improve     

s e cu r i ty  by :  

•  Ins ta l l  a  keyed  l o ck ing  dev i ce  that  

se cu re  the  door  to  the  f rame .  

•  Ad jus t  the  t rack  c l earances  on  the  

doo rs  so  they  can ’ t  be  pushed  ou t  o f  

the i r  t ra cks .  

•  Put  a  p i e ce  o f  wood  o r  a  meta l  bar  

in  the  t ra ck  o f  the  c l o sed  door  to  

p reven t  the  doo r  f rom open ing  even  

i f  the  l o ck  i s  j immied  o r  removed .  

 

WINDOWS 
•  M o s t  s t a n d a r d  d o u b l e - h u n g        

w indows  have  thumb - tu rn  l o cks        

be tween  the  two  window pane l s .  

Don ’ t  re l y  on  these—they  can  be  

p r i e d  o p e n  o r  e a s i l y  

r ea ched  th rough  a  b roke  

pane .  

•  I n s t a l l  k e y e d  l o c k i n g      

d e v i c e s  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e   

w indow f rom be ing  ra i sed  

f rom the  ou ts i de ,  bu t  keep  

the  key  nea r  by  in  case  o f  

an  emergency .  

•  Pin  your  windows .  Dr i l l  an  

ang led  ho l e  th rough  the  

t o p  f r ame  o f  t h e  l owe r   

w indow pa rt i a l l y  i n to  the  

f rame  o f  the  upper  window.  

T h e n  i n s e r t  a  n a i l  o r     

e yebo l t .  The  window can ’ t  

be  opened  unt i l  you  remove  

the  na i l .  Make  a  se cond  se t  

o f  ho l e s  wi th  the  window 

par t l y  opened  so  you  can  

h a ve  ve n t i l a t i on  w i t hou t  

in t rude rs .  

 

LIGHTING 
•  In  doo r  l i gh t ing  g i ves  the  

appea rance  tha t  a  home  i s  

o c cup i e d .  U se  t ime rs  t o  

tu rn  l i ghts  on  and  o f f  a t  

p rese t  t imes .  

•  Use  o u t d o o r  l i gh t i n g  t o  

e l im i na t e  h i d i n g  p l a c e s .  

I ns ta l l  l i gh t i ng  near  a l l  

e n t r a n c e w a y s  t o  y o u r  

home .  

•  I n s t a l l  d u s k  t o  d a w n     

s e n s o r s  t o  e l i m i n a t e       

f o r g e t t i n g  t o  t u r n  o n  

l i gh ts .  

•  Use  mo t i on  senso r  l i gh t ing  

in  da rk  a reas  a round  home . 

BURGLARY 

PREVENTION 

 


